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on the edge of forever
Q. So, what are the conditions of hell?
Ungodly. That's all we need to know. Take God completely out of the equation, and from there hell plays
itself out. Things could conceivably be OK for a while, but then it's going to hit the fan.
Q. Do heaven and hell have anything in common?
Both are eternal. Both have a physical dimension; the people in heaven and hell will have bodies.
Q. I mean, is there anything good about hell?
There is nothing intrinsically good about hell, but God has used hell to motivate many a lost sinner right
into heaven. I know because I am one of those who went to the cross more to avoid hell than to gain
heaven. So in my case--as is often the case--God used something bad for good (Gen. 50:20). Therefore, we
should not stop talking about hell. Jesus certainly didn't; in fact, most of what we know about hell comes
from the lips of Jesus himself (Mark 9:3; Luke 16:28; Matthew 25:30).
But there is something even more important to say in regards to "hell" and "good" and "bad"-We must never consider hell apart from the cross. The Judge of the universe stepped forward to take his
own judgment upon himself. Because Jesus Christ knew the reality of hell, he went to the cross. Hell is as
real as the cross.
Q. Who's in hell right now?
Nobody. Hell will not be open for business until the judgment at the Great White Throne. At that judgment
unbelievers will be thrown into the lake of fire. And when Satan is ultimately defeated, he will be thrown
into the lake of fire (which is what we're thinking of when we say "hell.") By the way, there is no scriptural
basis for the idea that Satan "rules" in hell.
Q. Who's in heaven right now?
This may take a while:
Jesus, Judy, Evelyn, Earl, Stephanie, (write any--and all--other believers' names here), …
They already received eternity--when they were born.
They already received life--when they were born again at the Judgment of the Cross. (Therefore they will
not appear at the Great White Throne Judgment.)
They have not yet received their resurrected bodies--they will meet up with them at the Rapture. And they
have not yet received their rewards--"crowns"--to be received at the Judgment Seat of Christ (which they
are just going to whip at Jesus' feet anyway.)
But the party is in full swing, believe me. They've got Jesus, and they aren't waiting for resurrected bodies,
or for crowns--or for us--to get started.
Q. Party?
Without a doubt. The fatted calf, the best robe, wine that tastes like it was made by a miracle. And
eventually, along with their new home, followers of Jesus will get their new bodies (Luke 15:22-23 and
John 2:6-10; 1 Cor.15:49; Phil. 3:21). Many think that Adam and Eve were clothed in light, an echo of Old
Testament Shekinah glory, which we see reflected at the Transfiguration. Well, that light's comin' back on!
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Q. Does the party ever end?
Let's take a closer look at three verses in the Bible's last chapter.
First, they indicate that we'll have a job to do:
"His servants shall do him service" (Revelation 22:3)
People think I'm kidding when I tell them that I'm training right now--searching the scriptures, writing, and
teaching--to be a Bible teacher in heaven. Scripture indicates that there will be infinite progression and
growth (Isaiah 9:7). To me that indicates a high demand for Bible teachers!
"And they shall see his face." (Revelation 22:4)
This was the supreme desire voiced by everyone from Moses in the Old Testament to Greek pilgrims in the
New Testament. This has ever been the desire of those who love Him.
"And they will need no lamp, nor light of the sun." (Revelation 22:5)
We will need no light sources such as the sun or light reflectors such as the moon. God will light the
universe by his presence. Think "spectacular" and "exquisite" and then keep on thinkin'…
"And they will reign for ever and ever." (Revelation 22:5)
Earth is small, but creation is probably infinite. Who knows but that He will give to each saint a world or a
solar system or a galactic system to operate. (Remember that Adam was given dominion over the old
creation on this earth.)
So we get new bodies. We serve, and sing, and the visuals are surpassing, astounding. But that's not the
essence of heaven. Those things are mere incidentals.
If you can remember when you were a kid, and Christmas was coming, and magic was in the air…
Well, at Christmas we speak of Immanuel (which means "God with us") because "God with us" is what
Christmas is all about. (Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:23)
But in heaven, it's "us with God." Fathom that. When you think heaven, think Christmas when you were a
kid, only a billion times better!
Because Christmas is Immanuel. But that baby was born to die.
Heaven is Jesus, born again.

he looked for me till I found him
I've often been asked what the most important book in the Bible happens to be. But I consider that God's
business; the question is not mine to answer.
I've also been asked which book is my favorite--Which book would I choose if I could have only one of the
66 books. That's a question I can answer:
Luke. If I could have just one, Luke's the one. Why? Let me count the ways…
The writing, itself, is exquisite; at times it is sublime.
Evocative and essential stories appear here and nowhere else: "The Prodigal Son;" "The Road to
Emmaus;" "The Good Samaritan;" the story of Zacchaeus, the little man who climbed a tree and met a
great big Jesus.
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The best telling of the Christmas story is found in Luke. (Ironically, the greatest moment in the history of
godless, commercial TV--"That's what Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown"--is quoting Luke.)
Simeon and Anna, reminiscent of many today who are watching for Jesus' return, are found only here.
Zechariah and Elizabeth and the young--nascent--John the Baptist can only be found here. The awesome
and breathtaking Mary is found here as nowhere else. Read her words very carefully, and you will find out
where Jesus, literally and figuratively, is coming from.
But most of all, here's Jesus:
Jesus at twelve years old--the Word of God lost in the Temple--can only be found right here. Turn the page,
and here's Jesus at 30; preaching his first sermon, then informing his audience that the scripture he'd just
taught was fulfilled in the moment that they'd heard it!
Turn the page, and someone's hunting me: the Son of Man, who came here looking for me--and kept on
looking and looking and looking for me, right up until the day I found him:
"For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost." (Luke 19:10)
I'm so glad for the sixty and six, but if it came right down to it, Luke's the one. Because Luke's all about the
one who left behind the ninety and nine to come looking just for me. (Luke 15:4)

A Mary Christmas
This isn't about Christmas as much as it's about Mary, the biblical Mary, the mother of Jesus on every day
of his life, who bore him, who watched him die (John 19:25), who believed in him before the first
Christmas (Luke 1:34-38) and, unlike his brothers, before the first Easter (John 7:5).
Over the centuries, Mary has been misshapen. She's been over-emphasized by the Catholics. Then, in
reaction, she's been under-emphasized by Evangelicals. Prayed to by some; nearly forgotten (except for
Christmas and Mother's Day) by others. Wrong and wrong.
Mary is merely awesome! The 'merely' part is because she's a sinner in need of a Savior, just as I am (Luke
1:47). The 'awesome' part is found, for the most part, in Luke 1 and 2. Read her brief moments in Scripture
and you'll be able to discern not only who taught the Savior to walk and talk, but also who taught him to
fear the Lord, and to trust in God's amazing, unfathomable, tenacious grace. If you're going to turn the
world--and the tables in the Temple--upside down, this is the kind of Mom you'll need.
For the Bible student, she serves as a prime example of how important (and difficult) it is to read what
Scripture says without the layers of cultural pre-conditioning we accumulate over time. Mary is merely
awesome, like Scripture itself--if we take them straight, unfiltered.
When the angel announced to her that she'd been chosen to be the mother of the Son of God, she counted
the personal cost of submission to God's will, then simply trusted Him to work things out. She composed a
song that magnified the greatness of the Lord while she willingly faced the rejection and the snide gossip.
She and Joseph marveled, and wondered, as the elderly prophet Simeon held the child in his arms and
blessed God for allowing him to see His salvation:
Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: "This child is destined to cause the falling and
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts
will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too." (2:34-35)
It is apparent from the song she composed (Luke 1:46-55) that Mary had memorized and skillfully spliced
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together many Old Testament phrases in her praises to God. Knowing Scripture by heart, leaving
Bethlehem with her child in her arms, re-playing Simeon's freshly fallen prophecy as they escaped from
Herod to Egypt, this new Mom's thoughts turned to some of the Bible's other Moms. She thought of
Hannah, whose song at the dedication of her child, Samuel, had inspired Mary's own song. And then she
thought of Rachel and Jacob, on their way to Bethlehem, so long ago:
And they journeyed from Bethel; and there was but a little way to come to Ephrath: and Rachel travailed,
and she had hard labor.
And it came to pass, when she was in hard labor, that the midwife said unto her, Fear not; thou shalt have
this son also.
And it came to pass, as her soul was in departing, (for she died) that she called his name Benoni: but his
father called him Benjamin.
And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem. (Gen. 35:16-19)
Then from Egypt to Nazareth of Galilee, her thoughts must have been filled with images in conflict: And a
sword will pierce your own soul too…The falling and rising of many…A sign spoken against…Hearts
revealed…
And with that echoing verse of scripture which, awake or dreaming, she couldn't seem to escape:
Rachel called him Benoni, 'the son of my sorrow'…but his father called him Benjamin, 'the son of my
right hand,' the victorious one…
It wasn't long, in miles or years, from Nazareth to the wedding party at Cana, where Jesus cut the cord:
"Woman," he called her, distancing himself, "what have you to do with me?" (John 2:4)
She'd known this day must come. He'd distanced himself before, when he was just a boy, when they'd
searched in vain for him among the convoy. Three days later, relieved to find him in the Temple among the
teachers and the experts in Scripture, they'd heard him declare that he must be about his Father's business
(Luke 2:49).
She'd winced at the insensitivity of the phrase and reflexively looked to Joseph. How that remark might
have stung the humble, hardworking carpenter. But Joseph withstood, solid as a rock, ever the backbone of
the family.
The boy, until lately just a go-fer in the shop, had begun to show a real knack for carpentry and had become
his right-hand man. But he also knew that Yeshua was on a mission from God, and that he was the kind
who played to win. No offense taken.
And Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. (Luke 2:19, 51)
Then--so soon, too soon--from Cana to Jerusalem, where the son of her sorrow (Gen. 35:18) would fall,
and rise…
***
To his own nation, Israel, he is Son of David (Mark 10:47). To the wider, Gentile world, he is Son of Man.
To the believing universe, he is Son of God.
But to just one person, he is bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh (Gen. 2:23). When they pierced his side,
they'd pierced her own soul too (Luke 2:35). To one person, to her alone, he is Son of Mary. (Mark 6:3)

